HIV/AIDS: The Facts -

A lot has been written on HIV/AIDS; its history, infection rates, effects on
HTV/AIDS facts show the ne«d for'action now' (Jackson, 1988 (Nicolson, 1996) . First, we have seen that the Bible has been used by Christians to treat HIV/AIDS as a punishment o f God, the same Bible can be used against that idea. As we mentioned briefly in the proceeding paragraph, many people who die from AIDS are not necessarily sinners', (homosexuals, lesbians, and promiscuous men and women). As Nicolson (1996) notes, in Africa the greater number o f those who die are women, faithful wives whose only sin is to have married a man who has not always been faithful! What we know from the Bible is that God is faithful and just. He cannot therefore punish innocent people. Though some people continue to use Old Testament passages like the flood story (Genesis 8) and the death o f Korah Dathan and Abiran and their wives and children (Numbers 6) as a result o f their rebellion against Moses, it can be argued that from the total picture o f God we have in the Bible we can treat such stories as Gunkel has done, that is, as myths and legends (Gunkel, 1964) . This is because they defy our overall picture o f God. As In tli' e case ofpremarifai and extramarital sex, the Old Testament is clear in its teaching. It can therefore be used to fight the spread o f HIV as it teaches-against sexual promiscuity. High value was placed on premarital .virginity in women (Deuteronomy. 22:13-21). Virginity 'test' was.'carried out by the bridegroom after, marriage. i If the bride failed the 'testl she'was punished by death through stoning. Nothing, however, is said about male virginity. But, it can be.argued that emphasis on female virginity was indirectly.emphasis on male virginity too. This is because the young men would .have no ohe to have sex with except if they resorted to prostitution. Be that as it may, in order to curb the spread o f ■ Hi V/AIDS, emphasis must now be on both male and female virginity.
Monogamy is one way o f reducing the spread o f HIV. This is because promiscuity is one practice which has contributed in large measure to the . spread o f HIV infection. However, since this paper is on the Old Testament and HIV/AIDS, the issue o f monogamy becomes difficult to justify using the Old Testament. This is because from the earliest Biblical times polygamy was known and accepted. Esau had two wives 
M an's F a ll a n d Punishm ent
The book o f Genesis shows that after creation, man, through his wife, fell from the glory he had been given by God. As a result, God punished him. Toiling for livelihood, old age, death, and general suffering have therefore been interpreted through the theory o f retribution (Mungwini, 1996) . This theory, that God punishes sinners, is perpetuated a great deal in the Old Testament by the Deuteronomistic Historian.. This historian emphasises that, God punishes whoever breaks his laws and statutes (Fretheim, 1983) . In discussing this topic HIV/AIDS can easily be integrated. As we rioted above, theological discussions on HIV/AIDS have focussed on viewing the pandemic as punishment o f God. Other passages which can be discussed on disobedience and punishment are: Genesis 30, Exodus 1-12, Numbers 12, 14 and 21:4-9, Deuteronomy 7:12-16, and 2 Sainuel 24. Here, students can discuss the problems o f the theory that God punishes sinners. Is HIV/AIDS a punishment o f God? Augustine's views that pain and evil are the consequence o f human beings and angels exercising their free will and putting the wrong things first, so that the universe becomes disordered (Nicolson, 1996) should also be discussed. 
The S in ai Tradition a n d the M osaic Law
This is a central topic in the study
Suggested Instructional Methodologies
For a lesson to be effective it should be delivered using the most effective methods. Although the major method o f instruction used in the Bible is lecturing, this method has its shortcomings. The method involves one way communication from an active presenter to a more or less passive audience. Thus for effective teaching o f the Old Testament in the era of HIV/AIDS this method must be minimised. Methods which involve the student as much as possible should be used.. The instruction must be learner centred because it is*the student pastor whom w e want to reflect on HIV/AIDS much for his/her benefit to be able to work with the affected and infected. Just as the lecturer is at liberty to choose which topics to teach, she is also at liberty to Choose which methods to use, as long as they are effective methods. 
Conclusion
